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During the Iraq War, coauthor Capt. Jason Conroy commanded Charlie Company, which was part

of Task Force 1-64, 2d Brigade Combat Team, part of the U.S. Armyâ€™s 3d Infantry Division. A

tank unit equipped with mammoth M1A1 Abrams tanks, Conroyâ€™s company was literally at the tip

of the U.S. Armyâ€™s spear and one of the first elements into Baghdad. Veteran journalist Ron

Martz was embedded in Charlie Company. Together, from the unique perspective of an armor unit

that was in nearly continuous combat for four straight weeks, Conroy and Martz tell the unvarnished

story of what went right and what went deadly wrong in Iraq. Conroy and his soldiers were able to

overcome supply shortages, intelligence failures, and miserable weather to battle their way into

downtown Baghdad, a place where they were told they would never have to fight. Heavy Metal

evaluates the Armyâ€™s performance, including its use of tactics that were developed during the

war but for which the soldiers had never trained. Through the exciting personal stories of the young

troopers of Charlie Company - who experienced a very different war from what was seen back

home on TV - Heavy Metal tells us much about the qualities of todayâ€™s American soldier, about

twenty-first-century desert and urban warfare, and about how the Army should prepare to fight

future wars.
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I remember that some of the most powerful pictures I have seen of the Iraq war in 2003 was an

Ambrams tank riding along a road in Baghdad with a camera on top and in every street it crossed

there was a T-72 destroyed, almost beyond recognition. I was very impressed by this scene and

some days later I read that USAF strikes were responsible for that carnage. Although that news was

an anticlimax as I had initially supposed that the US tanks had done the damage, I accepted that

and felt impressed by the accuracy of modern aerial bombs and missiles. The enigma was revealed

finally when I read Jason Conroy's excellent book "Heavy Metal" where I found out that a sole

armored company of the 2nd BCT (3rd ID) did all that execution in Baghdad's streets, in an area

called Mahmudiyah, within very few minutes and in a fight which resembled a gunfight in a

telephone booth. The author has written a marvelous account of his company's war (14 Abrams

tanks) from the months leading to the operation "Iraqi Freedom" to the actual battles with the

enemy, and his writing style is very factual and right to the point. Conroy gives many details about

the kind of personnel that crewed the Abrams tanks, their training and doctrine, the confusion of

battles, the attrocious weather in western Iraqi desert, the plight of the Iraqi civilians, the two daring

"Thunder Runs" inside Baghdad on April 5 and 7 and the controversial matter of the looting of the

Iraqi National Museum. I found extremely interesting the efforts that Conroy's men did in order to

save the badly hit tank "Cojone, Eh?" during the first Thunder Run (that particular vehicle was seen

destroyed in Iraqi TV with Iraqis triumphantly dancing on it) as well as the description of the first two

months after the end of the campaign in Baghdad and Fallujah.
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